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You will be able to read all epics, lyrics, sacred stories,
romances, news, and wise counsel.1

It is obvious that to spread literacy a growing literature of
interest to the people is required, but in what language shall that
literature be produced ? In all British colonies and dependencies
there is a strong desire for English, for Africans consider that
without a European language they are at a disadvantage in the
modern world and are cut off from its life and thought, and from
economic advancement. Literature in simple English must
therefore be included in plans for spreading literacy. But English
is not enough. The whole population will not become literate
in a foreign tongue; and in any case, as Dr. Ward points out in
her essay, "The mother-tongue is the true vehicle of mother-
wit." She also shows that a rift is caused in families where the
older generation is illiterate or literate in a language with little
or no literature, while the younger generation depends on
reading English as the source of new ideas. For this and other
reasons elaborated by Dr. Ward, the necessity of a growing
literature in African languages is pressing, even though the
practical difficulties of developing such a literature are many
and include multiplicity of languages and dialects, and selection
of a lingua franca as a vehicle of literature in areas where language
grotips are small and local. For this development of literature in
African languages the encouragement of African authors is
essential.

What publications in African languages exist? A count
based on information available in London, which was made in
1938,2 notes publications in 302 African languages. A biblio-
graphy recently compiled in Nigeria lists publications in 54
languages of that territory. In a few African languages there is
a growing literary development, but in others there are only one
or two booklets and no additions have been made for many

1  F. Laubach, Towards a Literate World, p. 45.

2  A Survey of Literature in African Languages,  Books for Africa,
January, 1939.